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Bonding 
E. G. Friedrich, Jr., M.D. 
Doctor Friedrich , professor and chairman of the Department · I I 
obstretics and gynecology at the University of Florida College . •f 
Medicine, says "Poetry is not the usual format for a case report, b ' t 
sometimes it can be effective. The enclosed story is based on fact a, d ' 
represents a beautiful example of courage and medical ethics. " 
158 
"The test resu Its show cancer 
Which is rather far along. 
They also show you're pregnant 
But the timing is all wrong. 
"The necessary treatment means 
The baby won't survive. 
With radium or surgery 
It can't remain alive. 
"All delay is dangerous; 
You surely see the need. 
So why not sign the paper 
That allows us to proceed?" 
"I never came for check-ups 
So I never would have known . 
If I hadn't gotten pregnant, 
The tumor would have grown. 
"Now I know that I have cancer 
And will someday need your knife, 
But I have to keep this baby 
'Cause, you see, it saved my life!" 
Linacre QuarterlY 
The Church, Science and Modern Humanism 
Rev. Charles H. Hagan 
The author 's thesis at the Gregorian University in Rome, from which 
he received his doctorate, dealt with the Church 's response to secular 
humanism. Father Hagan is chaplain for the Catholic Physicians' Guild 
of Philadelphia. 
The Second Vatican Council was one of the great happenings in the 
Roman Catholic Church in the 20th century . The Council's "Pastoral 
Constitution on the Church in the Modern World" emphasized three 
important truths about the human person : 
1) The human person is the pinnacle of creation. 
2) The human person is of real value by reason of being made in the 
divine image. · 
3) The greatest human achievement by far is the effort to humanize 
the world and social relationships (GS 33, 34, 35 ). 
Thus the Church affirmed the ultimate reason why the human person 
is of value; namely, because he or she bears the divine image. For this 
reason then, the human person cannot be the object of manipulation 
or experimentation .. 
In analyzing modern society, the Second Vatican Council 's official 
teaching went on to point out the present inclination to exalt the 
SCientific method with its emphasis on observable data and its corres-
Ponding inclination to be skeptical of traditional wisdom (GS 37) . 
· Such an attitude can and often does foster a mentality of self-
SUfficiency and an indifference to ultimate questions about human 
life. 
Scientific progress has contributed greatly to the advance of the 
human species and to the development of solidarity among men and 
Women throughout the world. The Second Vatican Council also recog-
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